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THE EDITOR'S CHATR 

By the time you are reading these notes we shall have held our Annual 

Exhibition in London once agein and we are hoping that we shall have met a 

record number of our members and added yet more faces to our memory gallery. 

In commection with the Exchange Packets we must make it clear that these 

should be sent by ordinary parcel post, not registered and at the same time a 
Certificate of Posting, which does not cost anything must be obtained, This 
certificate should be completed with the name and address of the member to whom 
it is sent, It is most important, too, that this certificate should be sent 
immediately to the Secretary in order that the insurance temms are fulfilled. 

If members do not carry out this procedure, they will be held responsible for the 
packet should it get lost in the poste Without this Certificate the insurance 

company will refusc any claim so PLEASE do co-operate. 

We draw your attention to the letter received from the Publicity Officer in 

Pretoria anent our ruminations on the subject of future issues, Remembering 

all the speculations which went on prior to the issue of the animal series there 

will still be a lot of guessing which is all part of the fun of anticipation. 

A letter received from Mr J. B. Levy amuscd us the other day, Vriting 

about the 3d Academy stemp, he commented that at about the same time as the 

issuc a spate of chain-letter writing took the country by storm resulting in this 
particular value being sold out within the period of three months usually allowed 

for the sale of the commemorative issues. This selling out is, we think, rather 
urusual and whilst it will not make the stemp a valueble one it should mean a 
modest appreciation in the future, unlike say the Royal Visit stamps which are 
still being hawked about by all and sundry, 

Finally, to fill this last remaining space, it is a very long time since 
anyons wrote to us maling any suggestions or proposals for our future issues. 
Are we to assume that you arc all perfectly satisfied? We arec too modest to 
think we have "satisfied all of the people all of the time" but it would almost 
secm so0i 

Members are requested not to include stemps other then Union of S. A. in the 
sheets for the Exchange Packet, otherwise the thing gets out of hand and instead of 

Union philately we find the southern half of Africa appearing thersin, 
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34 PLATE V 

Final printing with FED serial numbers 

by CAECULUS 

0ld age, failing eyesight and a general taedium vitae will shortly compel 

old Casce to give up his hobby, but, before retiring to the chimnsy corner for 
keeps, he has a few problems to bequeath to students of South Africen stamps. 

According to the data supplied by the postal authorities, the following table 
shows the quantity of stamps printed from cylinders Interior 55 and Exterior 30. 

Job No. So4 P DELIVERED ON  Nog of SHEATS GRAND TOTALS 

- Sept/L0 802,40 63,000 
8698 Aug/)2 12,2042 30,700 E 93,700 
8107 Nov/47 1507047 148,140 
2062 March/L48 Jan/Feb, L8 60,000 

" Juns/48 1105048 13,000 
% June/49 2,12.48 35,606 

8058 July/L9 1o3440 122,500 & 231,106 

The early printings, 93,700 sheets, have black serial numbers -~ the post 
war printings have red serial rmumbers. 

PROBLEM No. I. COLOUR: 

Two colour varieties are listed in the H.B.C. in which the freme differs in 
shade from the vignette = 4B8c violet blue and ultramarine; 48d Light ultramarine 

and blue. The writer confesses that he camnot cope with colours; but why should 
the printer make two ink mixtures for a monocoloured stamp which, according to 
the UPU convention, is supposed to be of a uniform blue colour? 

It is now several years since Mr W. M. Sheffield informed me that on the 

final printing the frames on the top three rows were much deeper in colour than 
the vignette. T was also indebted to him for blocks illustrating this ex- 

tremely interesting phenomenon, Possibly 48d refers to these three rows, and 48c 

to the rest of the sheet, I would, however, suggest that there is no differ~ 
ence in shade, but only in intensity of colour due to a deeper etche 

PROBLEM No, 2 is to ascertain the cause of these deeply coloured frames. And 
don't say "faulty roller pressure" with an airy wave of the hand, If it 

could be shown that a new frame cylinder which was not reported came into use 
in 1947, then the answer would be easy — the top three rows got an extra dose of 
acid. But I cen. find no evidence to support this theory, in fact, the pres— 

ence of identical arrows on all printings proves the contrarye 
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PROBLIY_3: (if it is a problem) it would appear that on some stamps of the 1947 
printing wear had developcd to the bars on either side of the words Posseel 

and Postage. At least ecight stamps were rotouched. Sce sketches and description, 
Or has anyone another cxplanation for thesec flaws which are constant through- 

out all the post war printings? Admittedly some of them do not look as if they 
had been made with an etching tool, They do look like the retouching donc to 
a multipositive plate - (the unrccorded frame cylindor again?) = but we know this 
cannot bee 

SOME RANDOM JOTTINGS 

() The flaw of 19xl, curved line left hand fringe of trec is present on 
these stamps and proves that interior cylinders 55 and L4A cmanate from the 
same multipositives 

(b) It is difficult to distinguish freme and cylinder flaws since both frame 
and cylinder arc the same colour, 

(o) The carliest date seen on the stamps with decp frames is July 1948. 
It seems practically certain that all the post war printings were similar, 

(d) Other stamps showing signs of woakmess or wear &y /3, 8/2, 3, 4y 92,3 
10/2, 3, 4, 12/2, 3, 15/1. 

3d PLATE V 

Description of Retouches 

to final printing with red shect mumbers (1947/49) 

The lines of shading are numbered 1 to 5 from top to bottom, 

1x2 Under UT and under right stop. 

1x3 Strong to lines 1, 2, 3, on left 

Spots of colour on lines 1, 2, 3, 4, on right. 

1xh Line 4 right and under stop 
Under 3d. left (2) = 
Under letters ToCohe 

1x5 Under 3 on right 

2x1 Under 3 on right 

2x2 Under 3 on left 

Lines 2, 3, 4 on right (?) 
Under letter DifeFeR.Io 

2.%3 Lines 4 end 5 on right adjoining 3 
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3x3 

3x bk 

2x2 

Lines 2, 3, 4, on left strengthened close to stop 
Line L tilts to meet P 
Lincs L and 5 on right = 

Line 3 strengthened close to L. 

Slight to line 4 on right 

Strong to line 4 on right 

Under T.H.A.Fe and Re 

Flaws of 3d. Plate V 

Rows 1 to 4 

Minute dot in bulge of D and in stop on right 
Minute dot bottom margin ncer S E corner 

Dot on top of R loop of O 
Stroke thro' lower loop of S of SUID 

Flaw in R leg of A of Postage 

Tiny dot bottom margin ncar S.W. corner 
Two mirute dots top margin 3jmm from N.E. corner 

Sloping stroke in lower loop of S of SUID 
Dot directly under S of SUID 
Dot top margin 13mm from N.W. corner & imm, up 
DB scratch through K 

Traces of arrow N.E, corner 
Pimple on top edge scroll over left D 

Dot on inside bottom frame L of D 
Traces of arrow N.W, corner 
Minute dot at S.W. corner left 

Two dots under R leg of R 
Dash in L panel of 5th line shading up 

Tiny dot in N.E. corner of sky 

Two dots in sky near left frame 
Scratch in sky under the dots 
Two scratches under lowest branch of tree- 
Dot in bottom margin under R, stop 

Two dots bottom margin 6mm. from S.E. corner 

Dot over G 

Dot L margin about 11 mm. up and 1mm. out 
Scratch between A,F. 
Dot top white line central 
Tiny dot between U and I 
DB, scratch through 8 of SUID 
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3x6 

Lx1 

hx2 

b ox3 

Lxh 

Lx5 

bLx6 

"Strings" in sky top 
DoB, scratch touching front of C 
Stroke in margin under B 

Tiny dots in bottom margin under PO, 8 and L 
Dot in upper central left scroll 
Dot in top loop of right hand 3 

Dot in top margin 7% mm, from N.W, corner 
Dot on inside of top inner frame 3mme from N.W. corner 
Two tiny dots in sky top near tree 

Tiny dot tcp mergin 6% mm. from N.W. corner imm, up 
Dot in top white line 10} mm. from N.E. corner 
Faint blob Le margin opp. top of 3 
Tiny dot in top loop of 2nd, 8 of Posseel 

Faint flaw in L panel L mm. up 
Faint & minute dot bottom margin under left stop 
Sloping scratch down from R leg final A 

Two faint blobs in top R panel and onc at bottom 

Dot in L mergin opp. top trees 
Minute dot top mergin near N.E. cormer 1 mm. up 

Dot almost touching top immer frame over i leg of U 
Mimute dot in label after last A of AFRICA at top 

34 Plate V 

Faint dot 1 mm, diagonally from N.W. cormer 
Mimte dot in L mergin opp. bottom line of pancl shading 
Dot under T of Postage 
Spot top margin 1Zmme from N.W. corner 
Spot in 9th lime shading up R, panel 
Pimple on outside bottom frame under E 
Tiny dot over and botween RI of AFRICA 
Dot in bottom of left 3 
Dot on 7th line shading down left panel 
Mimute dot R margin oppe 3rd line up panel shading 
Faint dot under right 3 
Faint blob touching inner frame L 3fmm, bolow frame 
Tiny dot in top loop of left 3 
Pimple on insido of frame under B 
Mimute dots in margin under G & E, 
Dot on centre line of shading in front of P (Halfway to stop) 
Scrateh in Le margin opp. top of 3 
Tiny dot R, margin ncar N.E. corner 
Begimning of V. sign between B and L 
Dots R margin /4 up and 8 down 

A = printings with black sheet numbers 
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B = final printing of 1949 with red sheet mmbes 
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"THE SPRINGBOK" 

IDENTIFYING ELOCKS FRO 
TYPOGRAPHED SHELTS 

There were three differcnt typogrophed issucs which sppeared in sheet form, 
They are connonly knovm as Plates T, IT and IIT, Therec was also a booklet 
issue but with that we arc not at the moment concerned, lost collectors have at 
least one block of these Plates but it is soldom possible to asgign it to its 
proper plates  Hence the following key, in which the word "line" means Jubilee 
line and Roman capitals indicate the plateso 

TOP_ITFT CORNER. 
I. Upper black line irregular commencing 8 mm, from the right, The POSTAGE 

flaw is somctimes present, 
1T, A detached red cap over the upper end of lateral red line, 
IIT. Lateral black linc hag irregular break through it. 

JOF_CENIRE BLOCK. 
I, II and IIT, The differences are set out in the Handbooke 

TOP _RIGHT CORNER, 

I, A black dot to left of top of mast on row 1/12 not always presente 
Red lins opposite row 2/12 has a dent 13~15 mm. up. 

II. On top of black linc opposite row 2/12 thore is usually a squarc black 
flaw often locking like a prolongation of the line, The rué line 
opposite row 2/12 has a dent 13=15 mme up from lower end, The black 
sail flaw may be present. 

IIT. Outer side of lateral black line opposite row 1/12 is firely serrated, 
There is often a white flaw over the lower pert of the top left cluster 
of leaves. The serrations and a similar flaw may also be seen on IIT, 
row 16/12 but here the flaw covers the upper part of the lcaves. 

LEFT_ARROV, UPEER HALF. 

Ta Thin Jubilee lines (as usual on I), The top of the Latcral red line 
opposite row 10/1 bends outwards slightly, 

II, The lower part of the same red line bends slightly outwards and is 
sonmewhat thickencd, 

IIT, Not seen, 

LEFT ARROV, LOWER HALF, 

T Notch 11-12 mme up on outer side red lire, 
1T, Upper half of black Line oppositc 11/1 is patchy and irregular, resembling 

a dry print, 
TII. Vhite flaws in samc block line Shum and 8 mm from bottoms Often Joined 

togethers Red line similerly irvegular, 
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"THE SPRINGBOK" 

RIGHT ARROV, UFPER HALF 

I Only one samplé seen, Top of red line irregular but ? constant, 

1T, Mot seen:- 
III. Centre of red line notched and irregular on both sides, 

RIGHT ARROW, TLOWER HALF, 

I. Upper part of red line plainly thicker than lower with slight bend at 

centre, 

1T, Dent both sides of red 1:.1'1(2:J 11 mm up, 
III, Break in red line 11 = 12— mn up, Often has white flaw in lower part of 

big sail and in rigging below it, 

BOTTOM LEFT COHNER. 

I. Various black marks in lower gutter between 20/1 and 20/2, Thers is 
of'ten a large dent at left end of lower black line 

iz, Dent in outer side of lateral red line &% = 9 mm ups 
IITe Mot seen - T 

BOTIOM CENTRE ELOCK. 

T, II and ITT. The differences are set out in the Handbook, 

BOTTOM _RTGHT CORNER. 

I, IT and IIT. The differences are set out in the Handbooke 

If anyone can lend me the blocks which I have not seen, his name shall be 
added to the list of 22 collectors who have helped me, and whose nemes I in- 
tend to publish in due course, My address is 7 Pembroke Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. 

and my name 

GORDON  WARD. 

S e 

We camot ever recall having read an article about the Huguenot issue but 

surely if they were a special commemorative set there must be some story behind 
the people who inspired the issue? 



FDC's of South Africa's First Stamps 

by 

Stephen Ge Rich 

The following article is reproduced from "Stamps" published in the UeSal. i 
and dated July 11the, 1959, with due acknowledgment to the Editore Recording 
the fmerican point of view we feel it will be of great interest to all our 
readers, and in "Stamps" the Editor notes that the article was prepared by Mr 
Rich for the American First Day Cover Society shortly before his death last 
Lugust. 

"Back in 1910, when the Union of South Africa was formed, this Free Kingdon 
celebrated the opening of its Parliament, on November 4, with a large blue 2d 
stonp, "Union Number One" as it is always called among those collecting this 
country, 

For a long time Union Number One was not recorded on a first day cover, though 
mmerous loocse singles and blocks showing first day use were known, It took five 
years of writing and advertising in the early 1930's to turn up the first re- 
corded fiist day cover, cancelled November L4, 1910 at Malverns, Natal and addressed 
to a locel man - strictly a philatelic souvenir of that date. Iike all Union 
Number Ones covers which have since turned up, this is without any cachet or 
special imprint - just a cover L x 5 inches, with one copy of the stamp cancelled 
(tied) and the addresss 

Within three years, another showed up, It has an L-shoped strip of three of 
Union Number One, paying postege and registration on a letter from Johannesburg 
b0 Panama via the United Statess The postmark dating is clear, This is evidently 
strictly a business letter, though perhaps from one stamp dealer o another or to 
a customers It is the cholcest of those yet discovercds 

In 195k, a third first day cover turned up, from Wellington, Cape to this 
country, with the single stamp paying the international rates 

These three seem to be the only first day covers of Union Number One thus 
far recorded. It is my judgment that probably another five or six are scattered 
here and there among collections in South Africa or maybe ons or two more in 
collections of that country in England, 

The highest recorded price paid for a Union Number One first day cover is 
,‘3’3,,75, paid for the Leshaped strip cover from Johannesburg. 

In contrast to this is the situation on ths 1913 King's Head issue, of 

which most values went into service September 1, 1913, First day covers of these 
have not been seen by any collectors in this country but are reported in South= 
African hands, In more than thirty-five years of collectine that country, I 
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have not even seen one first day postmarked copy off paper, let alone any cover. 
Second day, September 2, 1913, is not difficult and from many offices on the £d 

and 1d, 

First day of the £1 velue is not known as we do not have any exact record of 

its issue date = nothing more than July 1916e 

The added values, 13d of August 23, 1920 and 1/3d of October 1st., 1920 are 
known with first day postmarking but no covers have been reporteds 

The 3d colour change to blue October 4 1922 is known on first day cover 

on an ordinary number six business envelope. 

First day covers of the coils of th:l.s issue do not seem to be knovm. The 
dates would be February 13 1914, for the —d and 1d coils; November 15, 1920 for 

the 1,\11 coily October 7, 1921 for the 24 co:.ls. I have not even seen loose copies 

used on thesec dates." 

(Ba,'s note: It would be interesting to see how right was Mr Rich in his re- 
marks on the K,G,V. definitive series as we have ventilated the 
first day postmarking of the large original 2id value, 
Have you any to tell us about?) 

¥r Sylvester L. Crozet writes again from Germiston to advise three more new 

post offices operned recently as 
lMnato in Natalj Ngula in Natal; Rockdale in Natal, 

The date 30,4,1921 = the paper "Stemp Collectors! Fortnightly", the nesws 
"Destructions of Stamps - 17,207,82L cbsoletc postage stamps (a small pez‘centago 

of vhich were damap'«.d) including 1233536 sheets of 120 stamps of the first 2-2-d 

commenorative with a total face velue of £182,20k were destroyed." 

The date February 1907 = the paper "Philatelic Record", the news "The Editor 
of Bwen's Weekly Stemp News wos defendant in an action ageinst him regarding 
alleged libel about Transvasl stamps overprinted C.S.A.R. vhich vere said to be 
forged, The defendant was found not gailty as the jury considered the particular 
stamps concerned in the action were forged."



24 Acadeny Veriety 

Reprinted from Gibbons Stamp Monthly deted Lugust 1959 with duc acknow- 

ledgment. 

This item appears under the heading "Through the Magnifying Glass " con- 
ducted by Cs Ps Rang, 

"I am publishing this variety not because it is important but because it is 
80 easily noticed and recurs so many times in the sheet that almost everybody 

will find it end write to me sbout it, But in spite of being common it is in 

fact quite interesting, 

Several collectors already have observed that most specimens of the latest 
commenorative from South Africa (SG.169) show a pair of diagonal lines in the 

cogwheel in the lower part of the shield whercas in others only ons of these 

lines appeors, sometimes the upper and sometimes the lowers 

Examination of complete sheets revealed that these variations are scattered 
but that all sheets are alike. In other words the absence of one of these lines 
is not due to faulty inking: it is a feature of the printing cylinder, It was 

found that in any shect of 120 stamps, 73 were normal, ie.ee with two lines and 47 
had onc line completely missinge 

It will, therefore, be obvious that the variety is almost as common as the 
normal and is not worth pursuing on account of scarcity alone but it is of some 
interest as a subject of investigation, The clue to its cause comes by naking o 

diagram of a sheet and marking on it the positions of the two types of variety, 
i.Ce missing upper and lower line. These will be found to occur in a pattern 

vwhich almost certainly indicates that their sbsence was due to interference from 
the photogravure screer,when preparing the printing cylinder. As the direction 
and spacing of our pair of lines nearly coincides with the direction and spacir 

of the diagonal phiotogravurs screen, the result was that every so many stamps 

the screen blocked out one of the lines, Positions exist in the sheet where a 
normal and the two types of variety can all be found together in a block of four," 



"THE SPRINGBOK™" 

TFOR_THE HECORD 

1d series, Reprinting of cylinder 97 with sheet numbers appearing 
Juns 1959, in the left margin instead of the right, 

/ 
Ve have news of a reprinting of the 1/3d value also with sheet rumbers in 

the left margin and a new shade black-brown and blue=green but we do not lmow as 
yet whether it involves new cylinders, 

LONDON GROUP MEETINGS 

October 20th: A Quiz with Mr Re D. Allen, Snr,, as Quiz Master. 

November 17ths Sidelines being Displayed by Members 

held at the "George" Public House restaursnt rooms in the 
Strand, London opposite the Law Courts ot 6430 peme £Or 7 Deme 
Any membor of the Society is sure of a friendly welcome from 
the Group at all times so do drop in if the opportunity .. 
presents itself, 

WANTED 

We are still looking for the regular correspondent resident in South 
Africas 

We are still walting for somebody to offer us any of the items listed in the 
last issues 

We are still in need of articles and material for the magazins, 

We are still wanting more and more new members = the numbers seem to be 
dropping each month so do persuade that friend of yours to joine 

We are still wanting +to aoquire 1d rotogravure "D" control blocks without 
broken mast and showing sheet rumbers "0000" and "9999", We have the two blocks 
with broken mast and would be delighted to match them upe Even if you will not 
‘be parted from them we would very much like to know if they still exist, And 
cen any reader quote similar sheet numbers for the other 1d rotogravure controls? 
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"THE SPRINGBOK™" 

INFORMATION DESK 

Following on the short note headed “"Merry Month of Mei" in our last issue, 
Mr Js M. Weinstein writes from Pretoria to give a listing of the Afrikaans 

names for the months of the year as follows~ 

January Januarie 
February Februarie 
March Maart 
April April 

May lei 
June Junie 
July Julie 
August hugustus 

September Septenber 
October Oktober 
November Novenber 
December Degember 

Mr Weinstein makes the point that most of the abbreviations used on the 
cencellers have bilingual significance such as 

JAN: FEB: APR: JUN: JUL: AUG: SEPT: NOV: DE, 

and note the last month is NOT "Dee" which is the English abbreviation only. 

This raises an interesting little sideline for the postal history student - 
may we hear from any collector completing the round dozen postmarks in’ Afrikaans? 

Anent the note enquiring "Does One Swallow meke a Summer?" we heard from 
only one reader with information on the subject, Mr A. E. Wilkinson, who says he 
has three similar copies, Commenting on this item he points out that the stamp 
shows a blurring of the frame even more pronounced on his stamps and his "guess" 
is that the original damage was donz to the gelatine on the carbon strip by such 
as the printer's thumb and that the damage was so cbvious as to require retouching, 

As regards the row and number, our good friend works out that the item is 

definitely verticel row 8 as proved by guillotined perforations on bobttom and 
right of stamp, 

Aso it must be from an even mmbered lower row of the booklet panes = 
ieee 2 x 8, L4 x 8, ectce 
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The sbsence of multi flaws proves that it is NOT either 4 x 8, 12 x 8, 
14 x 8, 16 x 8 and Hylton Sydow's sketches in articles on this printing 
would seem to show that it is not 6 x 8 nor 8 x 8 which then reduces the 
possibility to either 2 x 8, 10 x 8 or 20 x 8 which is where we came in on the 
original article in the last issuce In all this, by the way, we should have made 
the point that it is a %d value stamp we are discussing = sorry we missed it out 
in the last issue but presumably anyone who had the variety would know to what 
we referreds 

How many times does opportunity knock? Some ysars ago now, we wore 

offered a complete shect of this B8 = 4d booklet printing at what then seemed 
much too high a price and we turned it down, Would we had it now, whether it 
camc over the counter of the post office or the back door! 

Correction: In the laost issue we referred to a 24 Academy stemp this, of course, 
should hove been 3de Thanks to the readers drawing attention to this slipe 

Adjusitment Linss, Nobody has come along with any further examples following the 
article on this subject in the last issue so we would add that these lines 

are to be found on the margin of the 2d SG.54a stamp as a short green line between 
the added row 22 and the normel row 1. 

Sinilarly we can comment the current animal stamp printed for coils shows 
a red line in the right margin between row 22 and normal row 1. 

Binding, It is not our habit to advertise in this magazine, which we think is 
a fact appreciated by our readers, but please excuse us for rccommending 

Pross Binders Ltd,, 4/La Tliffo Yard, Crampton Street, London, S.E.77 to your 
notice for this services They are being kind enough to bind up just one volume 
zf O\hxcc‘ nagazine for Exhibition purposes so the least we can do is draw attenmtion 

0 the facte 

Is it constant? We have a block of what we think is the 3d rotogravure plate 
IIa printing showing the snail variety on row 1/12 and line through vertical 

frane line vow 3/12,  On row 2/12 the springbok has a broken horn - is this con- 
stant and if so why is it not in the catalogue with the other varieties?
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Sir, 

After mafi;\.ng Mr L. C. Horman's list of plating flaws for thc small 24 
plate 9, cylinders 6927/50 in the July/August issue of our megazine I should 
like to ask how constant is the "smoking chinney" flaw on row 2/20? 

I posscss o pair end a corner block from this position, In ecach case stamp 

2/19 shows a "pinple" on the ocutside of the right hand vertical frame line 2 mn, 
fron the top ond stamp 2/20 has a mimite plum coloured dot above and to the left 
of the suspect chimney but only one of my items has a smoking chimnsy, When was 
the fire started? 

Beaconsficld, E. T TAYLOR. 

Dear Sir, 

The question raised in volume 7 number ) concerning prices of SiA. stomps 

can, as usual, be onswered yes and no, Invarinbly with S.A. stamps sonmething 
particular is controlling a transaction and a bargain only remains a bargain if 

it is wanted, 

The nethod of collecting S.i. stamps in horizontal pairs coused the average 
dealer to shun that country and consequently S.A. became a specialist country 
lending itself to high prices. ¢ 

Few dealers use the handbook and, therefore, Gibbons fom their guide ond 
if onc knows the particular iton on offer one can get a bargain or the reversc. 
The handbook prices arc a better guidc. 

Cibbons prices for the London pictorials perfeihe (actusl 132) arc miles 
too high but would be realistic for perforation 14 x 1};—, and in many issues the 
earlicr printings can be obtained at a discount whilc later onecs arc at a 
Ppreniung 

Lenzie, ‘ Ho J. ANDERSON, 

Dear Sir, 

Those of us who include "covers" in our collections are somctimes fortunate 
ta come across one which is curious for one reason or another, I have such a 
cover beforc me as I write, 
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It is addressed to Mbabane, Swaziland and bears en unhyphenated %a springbolk 
of four I which hes been machine cencelled at Johonnesburg on 26th January 1933. 
As the cover was insufficiently paid it also has a "Tax" stamp with the letter "T" 
in the centre of a circle which is broken at the bottom where the roman rumerals 
"IXV" re inserteds In addition it has a manuscript 3d in blue creyon or 
peneil, 

So far all is quite understandabls, Howevor, the 3d postage due was collected 

by means of a 2d Union of South Africa postage due stamps ?SG.D‘IB) and a 1d 
Swaziland postage due stemp (SG.DI). This is the first and only example I have 
ever seen of a "combination" postoge due franking, I must add that there is a 
suspicion of "cancelled by complaisance" about the cover but otherwise it is quite 
in order as Union stamps were valid within Swaziland up until 31st January 1933 

I should certainly like to learn of other examples and further information 

about such a franking would be appreciatcds 

Bearsdon, Edw, Lauders 

Dear Sir, 

I wish to drew your attention to the incorrvectness of the information con- 
tained in paragroph one of page 63 of the July/fugust 1959 issuc of "The 
Springbok", 

I am not aware of the source of your information but in order to save many 
of your readers fruitless exponditure on cnguiries I would be glad if you would 
publish a correction paragraph in your next issue, The facts are: 

(1) There is no special serics of stamps to be released in 1960, only cer= 
tain commemorative denominations, The details have not yet been decided 
but will be sent to you in the usual way by air mail in a philatolic 
bulletin, 

(2) The issuc of a new definitive series consequent upon the introduction 
of" the decimal system in 1961, is, of course, most likely, but the 
matter has not yet even been discussed by the Post Office autheritics 
and the reference to "flowers" is, therefore, without foundation. 

PRETORIA. Publicity Officer. 
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Dear Sir, 

fe I refer to the recent correspondcnce between Mr Brown and Mr Robertson on the 
subject of special war time postmarks used at the various Fairs held in aid of 
the Governor-Generall's National War Fund, 

. Personally I have always accepted Dr, Harvey Piric's listing as being 
~ correct although except in those cases where the postmark shows this, the covers 

in my own collection do not give any indication of the place of postinge 

One interesting point, however, in comnection with 
illustration Nos 1 "LIBERTY CAVALCADE J'BURG'. In my own 
cxample it is quite clearly shown as "LIBERTY CAVALC/DE JH'BU 
JH'BURG". 

It would appear that the eminent doctor has omitted to list 
onz other examplec, I have a cover with the word "CAVALC.DE" 
and the datc '13th Scptember 1944' below (See illustration). 
The letter is addressed to Pictermaritzburg and I would not 

‘be surprised if the mark wes uscd at a Feir held in that city. 
I have no proof of this however, and would be pleased to have further informations 

Members who collect those special postmarks should not overlook the Lrmy 
Post Office mark (AP.Of =T = M.P.K.No,50A) which was a mobile mark used at 

.. Defence Force demonstrations, excrcises and exhibitions to raise funds for war 
time purposes, 

So far as I am aware the four marks listed in carlier correspondence to= 
gether with the two mentionsd above arc all that were used during this inter- 
csting period of South African postol history, 

B Glasgowe Tdwe Lauders 

Dear Sir, 

May I make a most urgent appeal to your readers for sight of or copies of 

arks of the Mobile Post Offices of South Africa? 

B Truc tracings, if possible, on transparent paper, would be most acceptable 
for comparison purposes, Any postage incurred gladly refunded, 

R. D. ALIEN, Snr,, 
82 ¢ Hackford Road, 

Brixton, London, Se¥W.9e 
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MIMBERSHTP _ INFORMATION 

Membership Lapsed. 

318, Mrs Mo Ho S. Nel, BSwagiland, 
340, 1o Mo Wood, South Africa 

PRESS CUTTINGS 

"South African Philatelist" August 1959 An appeal for holders of the 

King's Head 2d dark plum variety to advise the Editor in view of the apparent 
extreme scarcity of the shade, Assize Stamps (Leonard J. Dodd)a 

"South Africen Philatelist" July 1959, Shipping Postmaster end Assistent 
Shipping Postmaster Marks conc, (R.D. Allen, Snr, 

( "Tm)a "0.FoSe" Philatelic Megazine", July 1959, Anglo-Boer War Philately 
cont'd, 

EXCHANGE _PACKETS 

It would seem that a few comments, remarks and suggestions may not go amisse 

Quicker circulation, ~ Pleasce A mumbor of the packets are held up time and 
again by somc members retaining it for as much as 14 deys for a veriety of 

reasons only made known after the delay, This is not very fair to the con= 
tributing members nor to the other collectors on the circuits 

Pricing = This MUST be placed over the stamps and NOT under and it would be 
appreciated if the habit of pricing in the odd helfpenny was discontinued. 

Vhen reckoning purchases some members consider them others don'ts 

Sheets - We cammot teke responsibility for stamps lost due to the use of poor 
quality hinges, Also some members use very f£limsy shects which get the wors 

for wear on their circuits, Substantial sheets can be obtained from the Packet 
Secretary at 2/6d, a dozen postage paid -~ little enough surely? 

e sty 
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